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hues Addreſſes are iu faſhion, give me leaye to make 
one to you, This is neither the Effe& of Fear, In- 
rereſt, or Reſentment; ther: fore you may be {ure 
ic is fincere : and for that Reaſon ir may expcCt ro 
be kindly received. Whether it will have power 
enough to Convince, dependeth upon the Reatons, 
of which you are to judge ; and upon your preparation of 
Mind, to be perſ[waded by Truth, wocnever it appearcth to 
you. Ir ought not to he the els wer. "Mm, for coming 
from a friendly Hand, one whoſe kingnel ls 10 you s NOT 
lJeſlened by dift-rence of Opinion, ans who wi'l nor 1:t his 
Thoughts for the publick be {© rye or confined to this or that 
Sub diviſion of Proteſtants. as to itfle the Charity, Which, 
beſides all orher Arguments, 1s at tizis time become nec: ary 
to preſerve us. 

| am neither ſurpriz2d nor provoked, to fee that in the 
condition you were put into by the Laws, and the ill cir- 
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cumſtances you lay under, * by having the Exclaſion and 
Rebellion laid to your Charge; you were defirous to make 
your ſelyes leſs uncaſte and obnoxious to Authority. Men 
who are Sore, run to the neareſt Remedy with roo ru:h 
haſt, to conſider all the Conſequences: Grains of allowance 
arc to be given, where Nature giveth ſuch ſtrong Influences. 
When to M:n under Sufferings it off:reth Eale, the pre- 
{ent Pain will hardly allow time to examine the Remedies 
and the ſtrongeſt Reaſon can hardly gain a fair Audience 
from our Mind, whilſt fo poſi:{led, till the Smart is a little 
allayed. 

I do not know whether the Warmth that- naturally be- 
longeth to New-Feiendſhips, may. not make it a harder 
Task for. me to perſwade you. Ic is like telling Lovers, in 
the beginning of their Joys, that they will in a Iittle time 
have an End. Such an unwelcome Style doth not eaſily 
find .credir: bur I will ſuppoſe you are not fo far gone in 
your new Paſhn, but that you will Har ſtill; and there- 
fore | am under the leſs diſcouragement, when I off:r to 
your Conſideration two thinge. The firft is, the Caule you 
have to Supe? your New-Friends. The ſecond, the Duty 
incumbent upou you, in Chriſtianity and Prudence, not to 
hazard the PuHli:k Safety, neither by defire of Eaf*, ner of 
Revenge. | 

To the frft, Conſtler that notwithſtanding the Smooth 
F.2nguage which is now put on to engage you, thele New 
Friends did not make you their Choice, bur their Refuae : 
They have ever made their firſt Courtſhips to the Church 
of England, and when they were rcj-&ed there, they made 
their Application: to you ip the Second place. The inſtan- 
c2s of this, might be given in. all times. I do not repeat 
them, becauſe wharſoever 1s unneceſlary, muſt be tedious, 
che Truth of this Afſ:rion being fo plain. as not to admit a 
D:Þute. You cannor therefore reaſonably flatter your 
$ lves, that there is any Inclination to you. They never 
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pretended to allow yon any Quarter, but to uſher in Lr 
berty for themſelues under that ſhelter. I refer you to 
Mr. Coleman's Letters , and to the Journals of Parliament, 
where you may be convinced, if you can be ſo miſtaken, 
as to deubt ; ray, at this very hour, they can hardly for- 
bear, in the heigat of rheir Courtſhip, to let fall hard words 
of you. $2 litle is Nature to be reſtrained : ic will ſtart 
out ſometimes, diidaining ro fubmic to the Ulurpation of 
Art and Intereſt. 

This Alliance, berween Liberty and Infalibility, is bring- 
ing together the Two moſt contrary things that are 11 
the World. The Churca of Rowe doth not only diſlike 
the allowing Liberty, bur by its Principles it cannot do ir. 
Wine is not more expreſly forbidden to the Mahometazr, 
then giving Herecicks Liberty to the Papiſts : They are no 
more able to make good their Vows to you, then Men 
married before, and tneir Wife alive, can confirm their 
Contra&t wit!iz another.. The continuance of their kind. 
neſs, would be a habir of Sin, of which they are to repent, 
and their Abſolurion 1s to be had upon no other terms, than 
their Promiſe to deſtroy you. You are therefore to be hug- 
od now, onely that you way be the better ſqueezed at ano- 
ther time. There muſt be ſomething Extraordinary, when 
the Church of Rome ſeiterh up Bills, and cffereth Plaiſters, 
for teinder Coniciences : By all that hath hitherco appeared, 
her Skill in Chirurgery lieth chiefly in a quick Hand, 
to cut off Limbs; but ſh: is worſt at Healing, of any that 
cyer pretended to It. 

To come {9 quick from another extream, is ſuch an un- 
natural motion, that you ought ro be upon your Guard ; 
the other day you were Sns of Bilial, Now, you are 4n- 
gle of Light. This is a violent change, and it will be fic for 
you to pale upon ir, before you believe it: If-your fra- 
tures are not altered, neither 1s their opinion of you, What 
ever may be pretended. Do you bclieye leis than you gid, 
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that there is Idolatry in the Church of Rome ? Sure you 


do nor. 


ce then, how they trear both in Words and Wri- 


ting, thoſe who entertain that Opinion. Conclude from 
hence, how inconlfiſtent their fayour is with this ſingle Ar- 
ticle, except they give you a Dilpenſation for this roo, and 


by a Non 


Obftante, ſecure you that they will not think the 


worſe of you. 

Hink a litile how dangerous it is to build upon a Foun= 
dation of Parodoxes. Popery now 1s the only friend ro Li- 
berty, and the known Enemy to Perſecution : I be men of 
Taunton and Tiverton , are above all other Emigent for 
Loyalily. The Snuakers from being declared by the Pa- 
p:{ts not to be Chiiſtians, are now made Faycu:ites, and 
taken 1nto their particular ProteCtion 3 they are on a ſud- 
den grown the moſt accompliſhed men of the Kingdom, 
in good Breeding, and give Thanks with the beſt Grace 
in double refined Language. So that I ſhould not wonder, 
though a man of that Perſwaſion : in ſpite of his Har, 
ſhould be Maſter of the Ceremonies. Not to lay atſh- 
cr words, theſe are ſuch very new thitigs, that it 1s 1mpotlt- 
ble not to ſuſpend our Belief, till by a little more Experience 
we may be inform'd whether they are Realities or Appart- 


tions : 


We have been under ſhameful miſtakes, if theſe 


Opinions are true 3 but for the preſent, we are art to be it = 
credulous ; except we could be conyinced, that tne Prieſts 
words 11 this Caſe roo, are able to make ſuch a ſudden, 
and cftectual Change z and that their Power 1s not limited 
to the Sacrament, but that it extendeth ro alter the va- 
cure of all other things , as often as they are ſo dilpo- 


{ed. 


Ler me now ſpeak of the Inſtruments of your Friend- 
ſhip, and then leave you to judge, whether they do not 
afford marter of Suſpicion. No Sharpneſs is to be min- 
gled where healing only is intended ; ſo nothing will be 
{aid to expolc particular men, how ſtrong {o ever the Icm- 
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ptation may be, or how clear the Proofs to make it our. 
A word or two 12 general, for your better Caution, hall 
ſufgce : Suppole then, for Argument's ſake, that the Me- 
diators of this new Alliance, ſhould be ſuch as haye been 
formerly imployed in Treaties of the ſame kind, and there 
derefted to have Afted by Order, and to have been Im- 
powered to give Encouragements and Rewards. Would not 
this be an Argument to ſuſpz& them ? 

If they ſhouid plainly be under Engagements to one Side, 
their Arguments to the other, ought ro be received accor- 
dinply ; their fair Pretences are to be looked upon as part 
of their Commiiſion, which may not 1mprobably give them 
a Diſpenſation in the caſe of Truth, when ic may bring a 
Prejudice upon the Seryice of thoſe by whom they are 
imploycd. 

It chere ſhould be men who having formerly had Means 
and Authority to per{wade by Secular Arguments, have in 
purinance of that Power, ſprinkled Money amongſt the 
Difſenting Miniſters; and 1f thoſe very Men ſhould now 
have the {ame Authority, praftice the {ame Methods, and 
Ditburſe, where they cannot otherwiſe perſwade: Ir ſeem- 
erh to me to be rather an Eyidence than a Preſumption of che 
Deceir. | 

If chere ſhonid be Miniſters amo>1gſt you, who by having 
failen under Temprations of this kind, are in ſome ſort en- 
gaged to continue their Frailty, by the awe they are 1n leaſt 
it ſhould be cxpoled : The Perſwaſions of theſe Unfortunate 
Men muſt ſure have the lels force, and their- Arguments, 
though never fo {pecious, are to be Sulpeced , when rhey 
come from Men who have Mortgaged themſelves ro {evere 
Creditors that expect a rigorous obſeryation of the Contraft, 
ler it be never {o unwarrantable. 

If theſe, or any others ſhould at this time Preach un 
Anger and Vengeance apainſt the Church of England : 
may 1t not Without Injaſtice be Suſp:ezd, that a thirg (o 
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plainly out of Seaſon, ſpringerh rather from Corrup:ion 
than Miltake ; and chat thoſe who att this Cholerick part, 
!9 not belieye themſelves, but only purine higher Dire- 
ions, and endeayour ro make good that patt of their Con- 
traft which obligerh them, upon a Forfeiture, to make v'e 
of their ioflaming Eloquence 2 They naught apprehend their 
Wages would ke retrenched if they ſhouid be Moderate : 
And therefore whilſt Violence is their Intereſt, thoſe who 
have not the ſame Arguments; haye no'rcaſon to fo:low ſuch 
a Partial Example. 

If there ſhould be men who by the load of their Crimes 
againſt the Government, have been bowed down to com 
ply with it againſt their Conſcience : who by incurring 
the want of a Pardon, have drawn upon themſelves the 
neceſſi:y of an intire Reſignation : Such men are to be lamen- 
ted, but not to be believeJ. Nay, tiey themlclves, when 
they have diſcharged their U1weicome TI ask, wi:l be in- 
wardly glad that their forced En:jecavours do no: {ucceed, 
and are pleaſed when men r-{1't their Inftouations; which 
are far from being Voluntary or: Sincere, but are Squecz2d 
ut of them by the weight of their being {ſo Ovbnoxtious, 


If in the height of this great Dzarnels by comparing 
things, it ſhould happzo, Thar at this inſtance, there is 
much a ſurer Friendſhip with thoſe who are fo far from 
allowing Liberty, that they allow no Living to a Prote- 
?ant under them. Let the Scene lie in what part of the 
World it will, the. Argument will come home, and (ure 
it wilt afford ſufficient ground r@ Suſpect. Apparent Cone 
traditions mult ſtrike us : neither Nature nor Reaſon can 
dipeſt- them : Selt-Fiatrery, and: the dcltre ro Dcceive our 
(-lves, ro gratific a preſeur Appetite, With all their Power, 
which is Great, cannot ger the betrer of ſuch broad Con- 
vicion, as tome things carry along With them. Will you 
cail cheſe vain and empry Suſpttions > have you been ar all 
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times ſo yoid of Fears and Jcalouſics as to juſtifie your be- 
ing (o unreaſonably. Valiant in haying none upon this oc- 
caſton2 Such an cxcraordinary Coutage at this uaſcalon- 
able time, to ſay no more ; is too dangerous a Vertue to 
be commended. 


It then for theſe and a thouſand other Reaſons, there is 
caule to ſuſpect, fure your new Friends are not to Diftate 
to you, or Adyiſe you; for inſtance, The Addreſſes thar 
fly abroad cycry Week, and Murther us with another #% 
the ſame; the firſt Draughts are made by thoſe who are 
not very proper to be Secretaries to the Proteſtant Religi- 
on 5 and 1t 1s your part only ro Write them our fairer a» 
pa! Strange ! that you Who have been formerly fo much 
againſt Set forms, ſhould now be content the Prieſts ſhould 
Indite for you. The nature of Thanks is an unayoidable 
conſequence of being Pleaſed or Obliged 3 riey grow in the 
H-art, avd from thence ſhew themſclves either in Looks, 
Speech, Writing, or Aftion: No Man was ever Thank» 
ful becauſe he was bid to be ſo; bur becauſe he had, or 
Thought he had fome Reaſon for it. If then there is 
caule 1n this Cafe to pay Such extravagent Acknowledg-: 
ments, they will Flow naturally, without taking ſuch pains 
to procure them 3 and it is unkindly done to Tire ali the 
Poft - Horſes with carrying Circular Letters to Sollicite 
that which would be done without any Trcuble or Cor« 
ſtrain: If ir 1s really in it (elf ſuch a Favour, what needeth 
ſo much pretling men to be Thankful, and with ſuch eager 
Circumſtances, That where Pcriwaſjon, cannot delude, 
Threatnings are imployed to fright them into a Compli- 
ance? Thanks mult be Voluntary, not only Unconſtrain- 
ed, but Unſollicited, elſe they are eicher Trifles or Snares, 
they either fſ1gnifie nothing, or a preat deal more than is 
intended by thole that giye _ It aa Infercnce ſhould 

be 
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! be made, That whoſoever Thanketh the King for his Des 
j claration, is by that ingaped to jultitie 1t 1n point of Law 
it is. a greater Stride than, I preſume; all thoſe care to 
make who are perſwaded to Addreſs : It it ſhall be ſuppo- 
| ſed, that all the Thankers will be Repealers of the TEST, 
[ when ever a Parliament ſhall Meet. Such an ExpeRation is 
better prevented before, than diſappointed afterwards; and 
'h the ſureſt way to avoid the lying under fuch a Scandal, 
i is not to do any thing that may gliye a colour to the Mi- 
ſtake : Theſe beſpoken Thanks are little leſs improper than 
Love Letters that were Sollicited by the Lady to whom 
they are ro be Directed : fo, that beſides the little ground 
there is to give them, the manner of getting them, doth 
cxtreamly lefſen their Value. It might be wiſhed that 
you would haye {upprefi-d your impatience, and have been 
content for the fake of Religion, to enjoy 1t Within your 
ſelves, Without the Liberty of a publick Exerciſe, till a 
Parliament had allowed it; but fince that could not be, 
and that the Artifices of ſome amongſt you have made 
uie of the Well meant Zeal of the Generality to draw 
them into this Miſtake; I am fo far from blaming 
you With that” ſharpneſs which , perhaps, the Matter in 
ſtritaeſs would bear, that I am ready to err on the fide 
of the more gentle conſtruction. 


There is a great difference between enjoying quietly 
the advantages of an Aﬀ irregularly done by others, and 
the going about to ſupport it againſt the Laws in being : 
the Law is ſo Sacred, that no Tacſpaſs againſt it 1s to be 
Defended : yer Frailties may in ſome meaſure be» Excuſed, 
when they cannot be Juſtified. The defire of enjoying 
a Liberry from which men haye been ſo long reſtrained, 
may be a Temptation that their Reaſon is not at all times 
able to reliſt, It in ſuch a caſe, ſome ObjcQtions are leapt 
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over, indifterent men Will be more inclined to Jament 
the Occaſion, than to fall too hard upon the Fault, 
whilſt it is covered with the Apg@logic of a good Inten- 
tion 3 but where to reſcue your ſelves from the Seycrity 
of one Law, you give a Blow to all the Laws, by which 
your Religion and Liberty are to be protected; and in- 
ſtead of {jlently receiving the benefit of this Indulgence, 
you {ſet up for Adyocates to ſupporr ir, you become yo- 
luntary Aggreflors, and look like Counſel retained by the 
Prerogatiye againſt your old Friend Magna Charta, who 
hath done nothing to deſerye her falling thus under your 
Difpleaſure. 


If the cafe then ſhould be, that the Price expeAted from 
you for this Liberty, 1s giving up your Right in the Laws, 
fure you Will think twice, before you g0 any further 
in juch a loſing Bargain. After giving Thanks for the 
breach of one Law, you loſe the Right of Complaining 
of the breach of all the reſt; you will not yery well 
know how to defend your elves, when you are preſlcd ; 
and having given up the Queſtion, when it was for your 
advantage, you cannot recal it, when ir ſhall be to your 
prejudice. If you will ſet up at one time a Power to 
help you, Which at another time by parity of Reaſon 
ſhall be made uſe of to deſtroy you, you will neither be 
pitied , nor relieyed againſt a Miſchief you draw upon 
your ſelves, by being ſo unreaſonably thankful, It is 
like calling in Auxiliaries to help, who are ſtrong enough 
to ſubdue you: in ſuch a Caſe your Complaints will come 
too late 16 be heard, and your Sufferings will raiſe Mirth 
inſtead of Compaſſion. 


If you think, for your excuſe, to expound your Thanks 
ſo as to reſtrain chem to this particular caſe, others, for 
B 2 - their 
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their en, wil extend them further ; and.in theſe differing 
Interpretations, that WRich is back'd by Authority will be 
the mult likely to preyail ; eſpecially when by the ad- 
vaiitage you have given them , they have in truth the 
zectier of the Argument, and that the Inferences from your 
own Conceſhions are very ſtrong, and expreſs againit 
you. This is fo far from being a groundleſs Suppoſt:ion, 
rhar there. vas a late inſtance of it, the laſt Sefhion of Par 
lament, in the Houſe of Lords, wacre ths firſt Thanks 
though things of courſe, were interpreted to be the Ap- 
probation of the King's whole Speech , and a Reſtraint 
from the further Examination of any part of 1t, though 
never ſo much diſliked; and it was with difficulty ob» 
tained, not to he cxcinded from the liberty of otjeAing 
to this mighty Prerogative of Diſpenſing, meerly by this 
innccent and uſual piece of good Manners, by which no ſuch 
thing could potli>ly be iarcnded.” 


This ſheweth, that ſome bounds are to be pnt to your 
good Breeding, and that the Conſtitation of England is 
t20 valuable a thing to be ventured upon a Complemear, 
Now that you have for ſome time enjayed the benefit 
of the End, it is time for. you to lock into the Danger 
of the Means: Ihe fams Realon that made you dclirous 
to gt Liberty, muſt make you Sollicicous to preſerye it ; 
fo that the next thought will naturally be, not to engage 
your (elf beyond Retreat, and to agree ſo far with the 


Principles of all Religions, as not to relic upon a Death-bed 
Repentance. | 


There are certain Periods of Time, which being once 
paſt, make all Cautions ineffeual , and all Remedies 
delperare, Our Underſtandings are apt to be hurried 
on by the firſt Heats; which, if not reſtrained in time, 


do 
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do' not give us leaye ro look back, till it is too lates 
Conſider this in the caſe of your Anger againſt the 
Church of England, and take warning by their Miſ- 
ſtake in the ſame kind, when after the late King's Res 
ſtoration ; they preſerved ſo long the bitter taſte of 
your rough uſage to them in other times, that it made 
them forget their Intereſt, and ſacrifice ,it to their Re- 
Venge. 


Either you will blame this Proceeding in them, and 
for that Reaſon not follow it, or it you allow it, you 
have no reaſon to be offended with them ; ſo that you 
mult either diſmiſs your Anger, or lofe your Excuſe; 
except you ſhoufa argue more partially than will be 
ſuppoſed of men of your Morality and Underſtands 
ing. 


It you had now to do with thoſe rigid Prelates, who 
made it matter of Conſcience to giye you the leaſt In- 
dulgence , bnt kept you at an uncharitable diſtance, and 
even to your more reaſonable Scruples continued tif 
and incxoravle, the Argument might be fairer on your 
fide; but fince the common Danger hath fo laid open 
that Miſtake , that all the former Haughtineſs towards 
you is for ever extinguiſhed , | and that it hath turned 
the Spric of Perſecution, into a Spiric of Peace, Cha- 
rity, and Condeſcention 3 ſhall this happy Change on- 
ly affeX& the Church of Englan4? and are you fo in love 
with, Separation , as not to be-moyed by this Example >» 
Ic ought to be followed, were there no other reaſon than 
that it is a Vertue 3 but when beſides that, ic is become 
neceſſary to your preleryation, it is impoſlible to fail the 
baying its cft:& upon you. 
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If ir ſhould be ſaid that the Church of England is 
never Humble, but when ſhe is out of Power, and there- 
fore loſeth the Right of being belieyed .when ſhe pre- 
tendcth to it; the Anſwer is, firſt, it would be an un- 
charitable Objection, and very much mifſ-timed ; an uns 
ſealonable Trinmph , not only ungencrous, but unſafe : 
So that in theſe Reſpefts it cannot 'be urged , without 
Scandal , even though it could be ſaid with Truth. Se- 
eondly, This is not ſo in Fact, and the Argument muſt fall, 
being bui}t upon a falle 'Foundation , for whatever may 
be told you, at this yery hour, 'and in the heat and glare of 
your preſent Sun-ſhine, the Charch of England can in a 
Moment bring Clouds again; and turn the Royal Thun- 
der upon your Heads, blow you off the Stage with a 
Breath, if [he would give but a Smile jor a kind Word; the 
leaſt Glimpſe ef her Compliance, would throw you back 
into the ſtate of Suffering, and draw upon you all the Ar- 
rears of Seycrity, which haye accrued during the time of 
this kindneſs to you, and yet the Church of England, with 
all her Faults, will not allow her ſelf ro be reſcued by {uch 
unjuſtifiable means , but chuſecth to bear the weight of 
_ rather than lie under the burthen of being Crimi- 
nal, | 


It cannot be ſaid, that ſhe is Ulnprovoked ; Books and 
Letters come out eyery day, to call for Anſwers, yet ſhe 
w1ll not be ſtirred, From the ſuppoſed Authors, and the 
Stile one would ſwear they were Undertakets, and had 
made a Contra&t to fall out with the Chxrch of Fagland. 
There are Laſhes in every Addreſs, Challenges tro draw 
the Pen in every Pamphlet; in ſhort, the faireſt occaſt- 
ons in the World given to quarrel 3 but ſhe wiſely diſtin- 
guiſheth between the Body of Diflznters, whom ſhe will 
luppoſe to Aft, as they do, with no ill intent ; and mer 
ma 
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ſmall Skirmiſhes pickt and ſent out to picqueer, and to begin 
a Fray amongſt the Proteſtants, for the entertainment, as well 
as the adyantage, of the Church of Rome. 


This Condutt is ſo good, that it will be Scandalous not = 
to Applaud it. It is not equal dealing, to blame our A4d- 
Yer for doing ills and not commend them when they 
do well. 


To hate them becauſe they perſecuted, and not to be re- 
conciled to them when they arc ready to Suffer , rather 
than receive all the Advantages, that can be gained by a 
Criminal Compliance, is a Principle no ſort 'of Chriſtians 
can own, ſince it would giye an ObjcCtion to them neyer to 
be anſwered. 


Think a little ,* who they were that promoted your 
former Perſecutians, and then conſider how it will look 
to þz angry with the Inſtruments, and at the ſame 
time to make a League With the Authors of your Suf- 
ferings. 


Have you enough conſidered what will be expected from 
you? Are you ready to ſtand in eyery Borough by Ver- 
tue of a Conge deſlire, and inſtead of Elc&ion, be fatisfied 
if you are Returned 2? 


Will you in Parliament, juſtifie the Diſpenſing Power, with 
all irs Conſequences, and repeal the Teft, by which you 
will make way for the Repeall of all the Laws, that were 


made to preſerve your Religion, and to Ena&t others thar 
ſhall Deſtroy i > 


Are you diſpoſed ta change the Liberty of Debate, in- 
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to tne Merit of Obedience, and to be made Inftruments to 
Repeal or Ena&t Laws, when the Roman Conſitory, are Lords 
of the Articles. | 


Are you ſo linked wich your new Friends, as to reje& any 
Indulgence a Parliament ſhall” offer you, if. it ſhall not be fo 
Comptchenſiye as to include the Papilts in ic. 


Conſider that the implyed Conditions of your new 
Treaty are no leſs, then that you are to do every thing 
you are deſired, without examining, and that for this pre- 
tended Liberty of Conſcience, your real Freedom is to be 
Sacrificed : Your form'r Faults hang like Chains Rill 
about you, you are let looſe only upon Bay, the 
firſt AQ jol Non-comp:iance , ſendeth you. to Jayl a- 
S210. 


You may fe that the. Papiſts themſelyes do not rely 
upon the Legality of tais Power, which you are to Jufti- 
fie, ſince the being ſo very earneſt to get it Eſtabliſhed by 
a Law, and the doing ſuch yery hard things in order, as 
they think to obtain it, is a.clear Eyidence, that they do 
not think that the fingle Power of the Crown is in this 
Caſe a good Foundation eſpecially when this is done un+ 
der a Prince, fo very tender of all the Rights of Soyercign. 
ty, that he would taink it a diminution to his Prerogativye, 
where he' conceiveth it ſtrong enough to goe alone, ro 
call in the Legiſlative help to ſtrengthen and ſupport 
It. 


You have formerly blamed the Church of England, and 
yot without Reaſon, for going ſo far as they did in their 
Compliance; and yet as ſoon as they ſtopped , you {re 
they are not only Deſerted , but Profecutcd : Conace 

then 


WEE 
then from this Example,'-that you muſt either break off - 
your Friendſhip, or reſolve ro: haye no Bounds in it, If 
they do not ſucceed in their Deſign, they will leave you 
firſt; if they do, you muſt either leaye them, when it 
will be too late for your Safety, or elſe after the ſqueafancſs 
of ſtarting at a Surplice; you muſt be forced to. {wallow. 
Tranſubſtantiation. | 


- Remember that the other day thoſe of the Church of 
England were Trimmers for enduring you, and now by a 
ſudden Turn, you are become the Fayourites; do not de- 
ceive your ſelyes, it is not the Nature of laſting Plants 

thus to ſhoot up in a Night; you may look gay and 
green for a little rime, but” yeu want a Root ta give. you 
a continuance. Ir is not fo long fince, as to be forgotten, 
that the Maxim? Was, It is impoſſible for a Diſſenter, not t0 
be a REBEL, Conſider at this time in France, eyen 
the new Conyerts. are ſo far from being Imployed, that 
they are Difarmed ; their fuaden Change maketh: them 
ftill ro be diftruſted, notwithitanding that, they are Recon- 
ciled : What are you to exni& then from your dear 
Friends, to whom, When ever they ſha!] rhink fir to throw 
you off again, you have 1n other times giyen fuch Argu- 
ments for their excule 2 | 


Beſides all this, you ACt very unskilfully againſt your 
vilidle Iacereſt, if yon throw away the Advantages, of 
Which you can hardly fail in the next probable Reyolut!- 
on. Things tend naturally to what you would have, if 
you would ler them alone, and not by an” unſeaſonable 
Attivity loſe the: Influences of your good Star, whach pro-. 
miſeth you every thing rnat'ts proſperous. 


C The 
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\ The :Charch of England conyinced of its Errour in be- 
ing Seycre |to.-you z; the |Parliament, Whenever it mceeteth, 
ſure to be Gentle to you ; rhe next Heir bred in the Coun- 
frey Which you have ſo oiteu Quoted for a Pattern of In- 
dulgence ; | a | general Agreement of all thinking Men, that 
we muſt no more cut our ſelyes oft from 'the Proteſtants 
abroad, but rather inlarge the Foundations upon which 
we are to build our Defences againſt the Common Ene- 
my; ſo that in Truth, all things ſeem to conſpire to give 
you caſe and fatisfaCtion, if by too much haſt to anticipate 
your good Fortune, you do not deftroy it. . 


The Proteſtants have but one Article of Human Strength, 
to oppoſe the Power which is now againſt them, and that is, 
not to loſe the advantage of their numbers, by being ſo un» 
wary as to let themſclycs be divided, | 


Weall agree in our Duty to our Prince, our Obje&ions 
to his Belicf, do not hinder us from ſeeing his Vertues'; 
and our not complying With his Religion, hath no ecffe& 
upon our Allegiance z we are not to be Laughed out of 
our Paſfive Obedience, and the DoQrine of Non-Re- 
ſiſktance, though eyen thoſe who. perhaps owe the beſt 


part of their Security to that Principle, are apt to make a 
Feaſt of it, 


So that if we give no Adyantage by the fatal Miſtake 
of mil-applying our Anger, by the natural courſe of things, 
this Danger will paſs away like a ſhower of Hail; fair 
weather will ſucceed, as lowering as the Sky now look- 
eth, and all by this plain and eaſfie Receipt. Let us be 
ſtill, quiet, and undivided, firm at the ſame time to our 
Religion, our Loyalty, and our Laws, and ſo long as 
we continue this Method, it is next to impoſſible, that 


the 
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| the odds of two hundred to one ſhould loſe the Bett ;, cx- 
cept the Church of Rome, which hath been ſo long barren 
of Miracles, ſhould ng kgeclining Age, be brought 
to Bed of One that he beſt ſhe can Hrag of 
in her Legend, 


+W*Lt 


To conclude, the ſhoriggltion will be, Whether you 
will joyn with thoſe who i he end run the ſame Fate 
with you. It Proteſtants of all ſorts in their Behaviour to 
one another, haye been to blame; rhey are upon the more 
equal terms, and for that very reaſon it is fitter for them 
now to be Reconciled. Our Dif-union is not only a Re- 
proach; but a Danger ts us; thoſe who Belicye in modern 
Miracles, haye more Right, or at leaſt more Excuſe, to 
negleCt all Secular Cautions z bur for us, it is as- juſtifiable to 
have no Religion, as wilfully to throw away the Humane 
Means of preferying it. I am, | 


Dear SIR, 
: Your moſt AﬀeSionate 


Humble Serwant, 


T. W. 


